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The sower and the seed 
Matthew 13:18-23 [Jesus said,] “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When 
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed 
falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 

But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because 
of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who 
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it 
unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and 
understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 
was sown.” NIV 

 
 
What does it mean to be saved? 
 
Salvation: saved from something 

 
What are we saved from? 
 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners—of whom I [, Paul,] am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was 
shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as 
an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. NIV 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of 
the Lord and from the glory of his might. NIV 
 
 

Salvation: saved by someone 
 
Someone not in need 
Philippians 2:5-8 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. ESV 
 
Someone who cares 
Romans 5:8 But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
ESV  
 
Someone who can take care of the problem 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. ESV 



 
Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. ESV 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. ESV 
 
 

Salvation: saved to something 
 
Matthew 4:17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” NIV 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The 
old life is gone; a new life has begun! NLT 
 
Romans 6:2 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no 
means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  NIV 
 
2 Corinthians 5:15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but 
for him who died for them and was raised again. NIV 
 
John 1:12-13 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband’s will, but born of God. NIV 
 
 

Response: 
  


